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SECOND LETTER 


Dr. CODEX. 


RzeyarenDSIR, 


EADING this Day the Adyertiſe- 
ments in one of our News-Papers, 
I obſerved that the aboye-mentioned 
Pamphlet had come to a Third Edi- 


tion, in the Space of Twenty Pays; this extra- 
ordinary Ru x, induced to (throw away) lay 


out Six Pence in the Purchaſe of it, believing I 
ſhould find ſomething therein of great Moment: 
But I am apt to think that I am not the only 
Perſon, whole Expectation has been deceiv'd ; 
tor tho* no Man can arraign the Diction or Style 
of the Author, yet every one, who has had the 
leaſt Share of Learning, muſt acknowledge that 
the Author has raiſed his Super- ſtructure upon 
a bad Foundation; For he draws Conclufions 
from falſe Premiſſes, his I F's are a wrong Way 
of arguing, and his Petitio Principii, or BEGGING 
the Queſtion, is What never was allowed to any 
Diſputant or Argumentator, in any Caſe what- 


ſocver. 
| A 2 The 


= . The Author ſays, the Doctor _ cauſed a. 
Paragraph in Burnet's Hiſtory to be handed to 
H the Preſs, and paid for it's being inſerted in the 

| Daily Journal of February 27. The Subſtance 
of which is, that The Lord Sidney, had re- 
* commended to Queen Anne, a Gentleman of a 
: great Fatnily in Ireland, to a vacant See in that 
Kingdom, which the Queen granted; but 
© when She underſtood that the Gentleman lay 
under a very bad Character, She wrote a Let- 
ter, in her own Hand, to Lord Sidney, 5 
© him know what She had heard, and ordere 
© him to call for Six Iriſh Biſhops, whom ſhe 
named to him, and to require them to certify 
© to Her their Opinion of that Perſon. They 
© all agreed he lay under an ill Fame, upon which 
© that Matter was let fall. —I ſet this down (lays 
© the Biſhop) as an EXA IE, fit TO BB IM 
© TATED BY Chriſtian Princes. 
Theſe laſt Words has furniſhed Matter for the 
| Author's Letter to Dr. Codex; but before l pro- 
| ceed any fiirther, I muſt requeſt Leave to ask 
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upon what Grounds the Letter-writer builds 
1 his Aſſertion of the Doctor's cauſing that Para- 
| graph to be inſerted in the Daily Journal, and 
that he was at the Charge of it? Common Juſ- 
| tice methinks requires that the Proot of this 
| ought to be made apparent, otherwiſe the 
World (and not without Reaſon) have very 
good Caule to believe it to be a Calumny in- 
tended to be caſt upon the Doctor by the Au- 
thor, if there is any thing Blame-worthy in the af 
laſt Words of the Paragraph, which he calls an = 
Appeal to the Populace. 
But the gre: Streſs is laid upon theſe Words, 
An Examile j#, ro BY 1MITATED gy Chriſtian \ 
PRINCESS. Now I muſt own, it is mu my 
Om 


Comprehenſion how theſe Words, which are 
delivered only as the Judgement and Sentiments 
of a learned Bithop, can bring the Prelate or 
any other Perſon under the Denomination of 
dittating, counſelling, or inſtructing bis Prince. If 
it be a heinous Cr:me in a Biſhop to declare his 
Opinion, as the Letter-writer makes it, how 
comes it to paſs, that he, who pretends to be ſo 
zealous a Stickler for the Prerogative of the Crown, 
ſutfered a Matter of a more glaring Nature, and 
75 no Way criminal in the judgment of all un- 

jaſs'd People, who have a right Way of Think- 
ing, to paſs his Cenſure, or at leaſt his Animad- 
verting upon it? The Caſe is this, the late E. 
of O. having recommended to Queen Anne, a 
very facetious Clergyman, as remarkable as the 
Tale of a Tub, to ſupply a vacant Deanary in 
Ireland, Her Majeſty gave Her Conſent, Dr. 
S—p, then A. B. of I—, not knowing what 
had paſſed, recommended another Perſon, but 
the Queen told him, that the had made him 
Dr. S, Dean of that Place: The A. B. ſighing, 
anſwered, I beartily wiſh Your Majeſty had made 
bim a CHRISTIAN, before You bad made him a 
DEAN. 

Was not this Dictating, Counſelling, and Ad- 
viſing? Did. not the A. B's Words plainly im- 
ply, that the Dean lay under a bad Character? 
And yet the Letter- Writer has thought fit to be 
ſilent in this Affair, and to reck his Malice and 
Cenſure on Dr. Codex. 

believe there are few Protcſtants, who are 
zcalous for the Dilcipiine and Doctrine of the 
Church of England, That will nor join with me, 
and ſay, that it would be more for the Glory 
of God, the Honour of the Clergy, the Propa- 
tion of Chriſtian Virtue, and the Cureof * 
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if no Clergyman was to be admitted into any 
vacant See, Rettory, or Vicarage, till his Cha- 
racter and Sufficiency ſhould be enquired into, 
and certifyed by Six Biſhops; nor can I ſee how 
this would tend to diminſh or leſſen the Prero- 
gative of the Crown: I am certain it would add 
great Luſtre to it. Nor can I conceive how ſuch 
Procedure could be conſtrued to Shake off their 
due Deyendancy on the ROYAL SUPREMACY, Or 
be called a Scheme or Project to turn their Hierachy 
into an ARISTOCRACY: For they would not 
thereby be inveſted with a Power, as the Let- 
ter- writer falſely aſſerts, on ſetting on Foot a 
Cabal to take the Nomination of Bithops to them- 


felves, in Prejudice and Diſhonour to the Crown. 


Nar yet would ſuch a Power make em capable 
of Screening themſelves from any malicious De- 
ſign to deſame and ftigmatize all Men (ſince the 
the Law is open far all Men) however virtuous 
ar deſerving, who would not conform to their 
Obedience required, or become ſubſer vant to the 
Intrigues carried on by ſuch a Spiritual Cabal; or 
how they could Engreſs Eccleſiaſtical Power, and 
erp an the tacred Prerogatives of the KING, 
their Sovereign. Far the Nomination would {till 
remain in the CROWN, and the Six Biſhops, to 
by choſen by Rotation, would be only a Sort 
at Curt Petagates, to give their Opinion, as the 
Judges do in the Houſe of Lords, when a Point of 
AW arifes, and not to pals any definitive Sen- 
tence ; and by {ach a Method, the Prince would 
he truly intarmed of the Candidate's Qualifi- 
garions, and come to a true Rnowledge of each 
Aeputed Biſhop's Integrity. | 
Thergtare, contrary to the Judgment of the 
F.etcor-writer, 1 wn af Opinion, that if ſucli a 
Methad tvuld prevail of tr5;ng Candidates toy 
Eccle- 


- 
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Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, it would not give a 
Scope for prattifing what is above recited, and 
conſequently I look upon it as a fit Example for 
Chriſtian Princes to imitate; and alto a fit Ex- 
ample for every one to be fond of, who has at 
Heart the Intereſt of the Church, the Purity of 
our Religion, and the eternal Welfare of his 
Neighbours, as well as his own Soul. We 
might then hope to ſee Pride, Arrogance, and 
Ambition rooted out, and Humility, Charity, 
and Alms-giving, with Brotherly-Love, ſubſtituted 
in their Room. 

Tho! it is manifeſt, by what has been already 
mentioned, that if ſuch a Power was inveſted 
in Six Biſhops by Rotation, it would no Way 
be prejudicial to the Prerogative of the Crown, 
wherein the Nomination to any Biſhoprick or 
any other Eccleſiaſtical Preferment abides, yet 
the Letter-writer fays, © You will allow me, 
< Sir, to conſider this Scheme of trying all Can- 
© didates for Prefermend in tbe Church with more 
© Indignation, as it tends to give a Junto of B—ps 
© a NEGATIVE, on the Nomination to any Bi- 
© ſhoprick, than it might be proper to expreſs, 
© with Regard to that Malice and Dejamation 
© which may at any Time be employ'd to de- 
< prive a particular Perſon of the Advancement 
© intended him.” Tho” the Words are not capa- 
ble of putting a Negative upon the Prince's No- 
mination to a Biſhoprick, or any other Eccleſi- 
aſtical Preferment, yet he wreſts the Senſe of 
them to ſerve his own Turn, that is, to vent 
his Malice and de fame the Hierarchy of the 
Church, and wire-draw the undiſcerning Part 
of Mankind to calumniate the Biſhops, whom 
he calls a JunTo of B—ps, as he has done: Hay- 
ing obtained his Point, as he imagines, which ie, 
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procceding on the Queſtion he Begged, tho? it 
was never granted, he goes on with his May-be's, 


which he would per ſuade us to be adually Facts, 


and tells us, There may be the Proſec of brirg- 
ing all Promotions in the Church into the Hands of 
a few ambitious arbitrary Churchmen (obſerve the 
Candour and Juſtice, the Meckneſs and Charity of 
this Writer to his Superiours) ſo that the bigb- 


eſt Counſellor of the Crown, ſhall not recommend 


the Friend whom he beſt loves, and the Man 
whom he moſt approves, without expoſing ſuch 
Perſon to be Derived of his Reputation by thoſe 
who may be aver ſe to bis Aivancement: And the 


| PRINCE on the Throne, ifhhe ſhould eſpouſe the 


innocent Party, after ſuch Reverend Defamers 
have teſtified their Diſlike of him, ſhall be ex- 


.poſed to the ſame Ecclejzaſtical Malice; nay, ſhall 


ſet forth to all his Subjects, by one who is 
the Creature of his Power, and the Abuſer of his 
Favour, as an Examyis not fit ſor Chriſtian 
Princes to imitate. | | 

Behold what a String of Concluſion he has 
drawn (and I might mention many more) from 
imaginary Premiſſes, his Chimæras of his own 
fertile Brain! I call them imaginary, becauſe 
there are no ſuch Things in Being ; But what 
has provoked bim to be ſuch an implacable Ene- 
my to the Biſhops ? Truly, forſooth, as the 
Order of Biſhops, ſays he, ariles from the Inſtitu- 
tion of Temporal Laws, its Vacancies are to be 
ſupply'd by the Mediation of TemeorAL Officers: 


From whence it appears to him no leſs than a 


High Crime and Mijdemeanour in any Biſhop, to 
recommend a Perſon, even tho' he he a Man of 
Integrity, Virtue, Morality, and abounding 
with all good Principles to Eccle/jaſtical Prefers 
ment, or even to intercede with the Prince or 

is 
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bis own Promotion. This muſt be the Senſe of 
his Murg, if there be any Senſe or Meaning 


in his Words. But becauſe the Order of Biſhops 
ariſes from the Inſtitution of Temporal Laws, there- 
fore that its Vacancies mult be ſupply'd by the 
Meditation of Temporal Officers Oxxx, and the 
Biſhops excluded, is a ſtrange non Sequitur, which 
would puzzle all the Divines, Caſuiſts, Civilians, 
and Barreſters to prove. 

But from whence does all thir Diabolical Spleen 
of the Letter- Writer proceed? Becaule we have 
ſeen (or at leaſt heard of) a Proud, Inſolent, 
Domineering, All-graſping, Malicious PRETATE, 
ſince. the Days ot our Fore-fathers, 1s that a 
ReatOn why the whole Hierarchy of the Church 
ſhould be ſtigmat ized by the Pen of an incorigi- 
ble arrogant Writer ? as the Biſhops are ſubject 
to Temporal Laws, why ſhould they not have the 
ſame Privilege with Temporal! Men, in recom- 
mending proper Perſons to Church Pre ſerment? 
They are properer Judges of the Cualfications, 


Worthyneſs, or Unwertbyneſs of the Members of 


their Community than any Lay-Subject can be; 
and as they are commanded by God to Exbort, 
Admoniſh, Reprove, and Rebruke, yet it a Perſon, 
who will not reform his Life, ſnall be recom- 
mended to a Vacancy by the Mediation of Tem- 
poral Officers, I don't ſee how any Biſhop, who is 
conſcious thereof, can anſwer it to God and his 
own Conſcience, it he omits informing his 
Prince of ſuch a Man's Unworthyneſs : It ſuch 


an unqualified Perſon does enter, he may be ſaid 


to come in at the Window, and not at the Door 
of the Tem le. | 

Tac Le:ter-writer lays down this Poſition, 
That it is the Great SEAL alone that hath any 


Firtue or Etfect in the Oxpin ation of Bisnops: 
A* But 
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But if he be no better verſed in the Law, than 


the Goſpel, I am apt to think he will have no 
Occaſion to club his Three Pence for a Coach 
from Lincoln s- Inn, to Weſtminſier-Hall. The 
Virtue or Efjc& in the Ordination ar iſes from Prayer, 
and the Impoſition of Hands, whereby Grace is 
convey'd to the Perſon ordained, ſo ſays the 
Apoſtle, and not from the Great Seal, as the 
Letter-writer ſays, for that is only a Fals-port 
or Confirmation of the Mandate, previous to 
the Ordination; from whence it is evident, that 
his Allertion is bu lt upon as Sandy a Founda- 
tion, as hs other Arguments. Again, he ſays, 
that without it, i. e. the Gre ar SEAL, the Horx 
Gnosr muſt ceaſe in this Kingdom, as to its 
Eifect in conierring of Characters: I muſt con- 
feſs 1 am at a Loſs in finding out the Meaning of 
this Jargon God is no Reſpector of Ferſons, 
and | never heard, that the HoryY Guosr con- 
ferred any Thing but ſpiritual Grace, l would 


_ willingly know what thele Charecters are, which 


he ſays, the H Gboſt con fers: It he means the 
ſeveral Degrees or Superiority in the Church, 
then I muſt beg Leave to tell him that he con- 
tradicts himſelf, for he el{c-where aſſerts, that 
the Prince on the Throne has the only Power 
of conterring Dignities, and the Nominating of 
Eccleſiaſtical Dign'taries: And now he has 
brought h mielt to this Delemma, either to ac- 
knowledge h's Error, or confeſs that rhe Holy 
Ghoſt is under the Power of the Great Seal, 
fince it muſt. wichout it, ceale in this Ring- 
dom, as to its Euec in conterring of Cha- 
racters. | 

But after ali, I muſt do the Letter- writer the 
Jnftice, to ſav, that he has wrote with a Subli- 
mity of Spirit, and has gored the Side of Dr. 

Codex, 


LAS 2 


Codex, yet kept himſelf within the Cover of the 
Law; but at the ſame Time he has been as in- 
coherent and inconſiſtent with himſelf in ſome 
Places, as the Author of the following Tratts 
is dull and ſtupid ; however I can eaſily forgive 
him, becauſe his Deſign was well intended, and 
his Quotations from the R. R. Dr G—1ns Let- 
ter are ſo very apropos, and ſo well adapted to a 
certain Perſon now living, and the Tale of the 
the Parſon and his Clerk ſo juſtly related, that 
they will open the Eyes of every Reader, who 
is not obſtinately bent to continue Bhnd. I a- 
gree with him in what he lays, in Page 34, That 
one Paſtor of this Complexion, viz. In Stigma- 
ting the Innocent, Screening the Guilty, and 
Blackening the Fair Reputation of others, con- 
futes all che Paſtoral Letters that ever were 
written. 


I ſhall now proceed to examine the Pamphlet 
above-mentioned (intiruled, A full Anſwer to a 
late Stupid Performance, call d Obſervations upon 4 
Paper intituled, the Liſt) and thew the Author's 
Stupidity, Want ot Reaſoning, and Argumen- 
tation. 


I am nat in the leaſt ſurprized to find, that 
great Offence has been taken at the Publication 
of the Liſt of thoſe worthy Gentlemen, who, 
in Complaiſance to a certain honourable Perſon, 
were p.caled ro vote for the Exciſe-Bil; con- 
trary to the expreſs Deſire and Inſtructions of 
their Principals, and even contrary to the uni- 

verſal Voice of the People through the King- 
dom. A ſtupid Pamphlet, that has lately made 
its Appearance, under the Name of Obſerva- 
tions 
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tions upon & Paper, intituled, The Liſt, is both 

a conyincing Proof, and a tacit Confeſſion, how 
much it has anger'd them; it being as natural 
for thoſe whole Deeds won't bear Examinati- 
on to ſhun the Light, as it is for a gall'd Horſe 
to wince, or for a certain Perſon who ſhall be 
nameleſs, to take the mentioning of Sejanus, Car- 
dinal Woolſey, Mortimer, or any other over- 
grown Plunderer of former Times, as a deſign'd 


Reflection upon himſelf, which perhaps the Per- 


ſon who brought them upon the Stage never had 
the leaſt Thought of him. 


I have already obſerved that the above-men- 
tion'd Pamphlet is a ſtupid Piece; and I am ful- 
ly perſuaded that all who have mortify'd them- 
ſleves with the peruſal thereof (as I was oblig'd 
to do for my S' ns) will heartily concur with me 
in the ſame Opinion ; nevertheleſs that my Pe- 
nance may not be wholly unprofitable tomy ſelf, 
and that no weak Brother may be ſtagger'd by 
that little thew of Argument that runs through 
this miſerable Performance, Iwill throw away 
an Hour or two in taking it in Pieces, and ex- 
poſe it to my Readers in its proper Colours. 


The Author in the firſt Place, is very angry 


that great Pains has been taking to diſperſe this 


Liſt, whereof in his mighty Wiſdom he thinks 
proper to make ſome Obfervations both upon 
it, and the per ſons who have been ſo very in- 
duſtrious in diſperſing it. 


Iwou'd fain ask this angry Gentleman, if it is 
a new Thing to diſperſe Liſts of thoſe Members, 


who have ſignaliz d themſelves by any remarka- 
ble 


ble Vote ? were not Liſts publiſh'd of thoſe who 
voted for and againſt the Heſſian Forces, Standing- 
Armies, & c? Is it not highly reaſonable that 
every Gentleman ſhould be rewarded according 
to his Demerits? And how ſhould thoſe Mem- 
bers who have been moſt inde ſatigable in the 
Service of their Country be intitled to tlieir 
tft Quota of popular Applauſe, and the Affections 
and Gratitude of their Fellou- Subjects, if they are 
not made acquainted with their diſintereſted Be- 
baviour, and public Spirit, on all remarkable Oc- 
cajions by ſuch Liſts ? It is certainly moſt fitting 
that it thoula be ſo; ſure I am that no Member, 
who votes according to his Conſcience is not 
under ſome ſiniſter Infiuexce, will ever be diſpleaſ- 
ed with the Publication of ſuch Liſts, and ac- 
quainting the World with his Conduct. 


Tu ſecond Thing that provokes the Author 
is, that the Gentlemen who voted for the Bill 
are diſtinguiſh d in this Liſt by the ſeveral Em- 
ployments whereof they are poſſeſs d: Beſides 
which, it ſeems, there is a malignant N. B. inti- 
mating that moſt of thoſe who were for the 
Queſtion were under viſible Dependencies, beſides 
others who were ſuppoſed under more ſecret 
Influences. 


Wuy really it muſt be own'd that this is a 
very horrible Crime ; what! ſet a Mark of Di- 
ſtinction upon ſo many honeſt Gentlemen! a terri- 


ble Charge truly! But let us ſee how we can 


bring the Author of the Liſt off. Either theſe 

Employments were conferr'd upon theſe Gentle- 

men on account of their great Deſerts, or for 
ſome ſiniſter End: If the firſt were the 2 _y 
ou 
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ſhould they be angry at the World's being made 
acquainted. with their uncommon Merits ? If the 
latter (which we will not preſume ro ſuppoſe, 
and I dare ſware the Author of the Obſervations 
will not grant) it is very juſt that the World 
thould bo inſormed thereof. | 


Tur Author of the Obſervations proceeds to 
tell us, that che Liſt was diſperſed for two In- 
tents: Jo throw a Reflection on thoſe who 
voted for the Bill, by infinuating that they did 
ſo contrary to their Opinion, with a View to 
their Place; and to direct the People of England 
whom they are act to chooſe to repreſent them 
in the next Parliament. 


I svppossz the Author of, the Obſervations 
thinks this is a Clincher, and that it is utterly un- 
anſwerable ; it may be ſo; it is certainly abſo- 
lutely impoſſible to know upon what Grounds 
any Man atts ; the ſearching of Hearts is the Pre- 
rogative of GOD alone; but what is all this to 
the Purpoſe? A Highwayman may be (or at 
leaſt may pretend to be, for it is my Opinion no 
Man does a Raſcally Action but he knows it at 
the fame Time) of Opinion that he has more 
Right to the Money in a Traveller's Pocket than 
the Traveller himſelf; and conſequently may 
not att contrary to his Opinion when he robs him 
of it, but what will be the Conſequence there- 
of? Will his Opinion juſtify him in ſo doing? 
No, I dare ſwear he will be hang'd up for all 
his Opinion. 


As to the ſecond Article, that it is a Direction 
to the People whom not to chooſe; I hope the Author 
of 


of the Obſervations will at leaſt be ſd honeſt to own 
that it is not an Offer to Bribe or Corrupt them, 
and I would fain know how long it has been 
criminal to offer to inform their Judgments ? — 
For my Narr Lam fo far from thinking it cri- 
minal, that provided he will but give me any 
tolerable Aſſurance I ſhall be paid for my pains, 
nay if he will but prevail upon his PATRON 
to ſubſcribe to the ſame Number as he did of the 
Tranſlation of Tacitus, viz. five Hundred, I will 
engage to write a poſſtive Direction to the Peo- 
ple whom they ſhall chooſe , I will even name 
at length the fitteſt Perſons for every Shire, City, 
and Borough, and enumerate their ſeveral great 
Services whereby they are entitled to the Favour 
and Gratitude of their Countrymen, as their 
woting for the Excife-Bill, &c, &c, &c. 


Tux firſt of theſe (ſays the Author of the 
Obſervations) carries a very high Reflection up- 
on the Majority of the Houſe of Commons, for 
it 5 that there was a Majority ſor the Bill, 
in all the Queſtions that were put relating to it. 
Why really this is a very candid Way of ar- 
guing; by this way of reaſoning if a Man 
ſhould print a Liſt of thoſe Lords who voted for 
and againſt 1 into the Frauds of the South- 
Sea Company, and thould diſtinguiſh thoſe Peers 
who voted againſt it by the ſeveral Employ- 
ments which they held, he might be broughr 
in guilty of Scandalum Magnatum. This is al- 
lowing the Dockrine of Innuendees with a Venge- 
ance, perhaps the Author expects as good a Re- 
ward as the worthy Author of that Pamphlet re- 
ceiv d for that admirable Performance which ought 


to have been burnt by the Hands of the common 
Hangman. a 
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Meaning and Intention of the Law — 
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Tu1s Iuſinuation (ſays the Author of the Ob- 
fervations) aſſerts a Point contrary to * * 


at in 
the Name of Wonder does he mean by this! 
Did ever any one hear of an Inſinuation aſſerting 


any Thing before? Why *tis a down-right 


Contradiction in Terminis : I always thought 
People made uſe of Inſinuat ions on ſuch Occa- 
ſions where they either war not, or did not care 


to, aſſert a Thing poſitively. For inſtance, I 


may intimate that the Author of the Obſervations 
is a VWretch who proſtitutes his Principles for Hire, 
and that he is one of a certain Perſon's Band of 


Penſioners ;, but far be it from me to aſſert ſuc 
a Thing poſitively. 


He next tells us what every one knew be- 


fore, that a Member of the Houle of Commons 
may be re- elected after his accepting an Em- 


ployment, and hold both his Employment and 


his Seat in Parliament. Upon which he makes 


this wiſe Obſervation; If therefore it had been 


thought incompatible, that no honeſt Man 

(mind the Eloquence of his Style, I ſuppoſe he 
means an honeſt Man, but ſuch Miſtakes are 
pardonable in a DEA x-Joy, as I take our Au- 
"thor to be) cou'd ſerve both his King and his 
Country at the ſame Time, in two alle 


| erent Sta- 
tions, whereby the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature 


would not have authorized ſuch a Prattice. — 
Why really, Sir, no body ever did think it in- 
compatible; ſo far from it, that no Man can ſerve 
his Cuntry, but he muſt at the ſame Time ſerve 
his Xing ip ſo Facto; and on the contrary, if any 


Man pretends to ſerve his King, and, propoſes 
; + any 


LY ] 
any Thing that would be a Diſſervice to the 
Publick (as a certain Perſon did on a late memorable 
Occaſion) ic would be fo far from proving any 
real Service to him, that it would do him a real 
Prejudice; and the Prapoſer, whoever he be, 
ought to be rewarded accordingly. 


Tux Author proceeds next to conſider the 
ſecond Point, viz. the Liſt-Writer's Advice to 
the People, whom they are not to choole to re- 
preſent them in the next Parliament ; and here 
(he tells us) lies the ſecret Venom and wicked 
Intention of this Author and his Abettors. No 
other Rerſon (continues he) is aſſign'd, why 
the Gentlemen mark'd in the Liſt are to be ex- 
cluded from the next Parliament, but becauſe 
they voted for the Exciſe-Bill. I will ſuppoſe that 
they were miſtaken in that Vote (purſues he 
Good lack! *T is well he will be ſo good as to ſuppoſe 
any Thing : 1s this a reaſonable Cauſe why they 
are never to be admitted to fit in Parliament 
again? — This is an enſnaring Queſtion hilſt 
the preſent Parliament is in Being, wherefore I 
ſhall only anſwer it by asking him another Que- 
ſtion. If he had a Servant who ſhou'd af di- 
rely contrary to his expreſs Commands, and that 
in an Affair of the utmoſt Importance, whereon 
his future Welfare entirely depended, would he 
continue him in his Service, or ever employ him 
©. 6 . 


HF then tells us that when a Member is vo- 
ted guilty of a criminal Fact, and expel'd the 
_ Houſe, this Puwſhment never extends farther 
than the Parliament he then fits in; he 1s not 
tender'd incapable of fitting in any future Par- 
* liament. 
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liament.—l-can't imagine how our Author came 
{0 unluckily to ſtumble upon this; it is ripping up 


> 


an old Sore that won't bear touching; and 1 believe 
he will hardly have any Thanks for his Pains ; 
ſince one can't paſs it by without calling to 
mind that a certain Perſon was formerly expelſ d 
the Houſe for Bripzry, a Crime of ſuch a 
Ai ſchievous Tendency, that whoever is once found 
guilty thereof, ought never to be ſuſfer'd to ſir 
in the Houle again; wherefore it were highly 
to have been wilk'd, that there had at that 
Time been ſuch a Precedent as the Act for ãncapa- 
citating Mr. A——bie, and the South-&a Di- 
rector, who were only guilty of the ſame Crime ; 
and that another Act had been form d upon the 
ſame Model, in the Inſtance abovemention'd, which 
would have prov'd a Bleſſing to the whole Nation 
in general. | 


Ou Readers muſt obſerve then, that there 
are Crimes of different Degrees; ſome of which 
are ſo very heinous, that no leſs a Punzſhment than 
rendering the Perſons guilty incapable of any 
Office for the future, was thought by the Wit- 
dom of the Legiſlature adequate thereunto ; and 
T leave them to judge, whether, with relation to 
their Electors, there cou'd well be a more aggra- 
dating Crime, than for their Repreſentatives to 
att diretHy counter to their Iuſtructious and De- 
ſires, ani that in an Affair of the utmoſt 
Conſequence. 


Ou Author aſſures us, in the next Place, that 
the Liſt-Writer's Reaſon for keeping thele Gen- 
tlemen out of Parliament is, becauſe he knows 
very well they will oppoſe all thoſe wicked 
eto | Dtieligns 
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Deſigns that He is engaged to carry on, the firſt 
of which is, to render the Adminiſtration 
odious, Which can tend to nothing but con ſuſion 
and Ruin. In antwer to this, I ſhall venture to 
aire, in my turn, that it is not in the Power 
of any LiſtMriter in England to render an Al- 
miniſtration odiuus, unleſs they firſt render tem- 
ſelves odious by their Male-practices; and that 
when they do fo, the laying it open is fo far 
from tending to * kg and Ruin, that it is the 
only Way in the World to preſerve us from them. 


H then runs on into a ſenſeleſ# Eucomium on 
theſe Gntlemen, and tells us, that they, or their 
Anceſtors {ſettled the Crown on the preſent 
Royal Family; that they, or at leaſt moſt of them, 
are ſprung from thoſe Families who ventured 
their Lives and Fortunes to reſcue the Liberties of 
the People at the Revolution. — Why ſuppoſe 
they were, wou'd that be an Excuſe for their 
giving them i now? — Thele Gentlemen (con- 
tinues he) haye been educated in the ſame Prin- 
ciples, and, *tis to be hoped, wilt always tread 
in the Steps of their Anceſtors Let them ſhew 
it then by their Actions, and they will need none 
of this Author's aukwgrd Defence. — Yet theſe 
Gentlemen, (purſues he) are to be excluded the 
next Parliament l and why ? Becauſè thiey have 


ſupported and concurt'd in the Meaſures of the 


preſent Adminiftration, which, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Clamour that has been rais'd againft 
it, has hitherto procured Peace and Happineſs to 
the Nation, — Very true, we have had Peace, 
but what ſort of Peace? Why, à Peace that has 
been worſe than am Har; à Prate- wherein we 
have been openly: inſiuted and plunder d by our 
t B 2 Neigli- 
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liament.— can't imagine how our Au bor came 
To unluckily to ſtumble upon this; it is ripping up 
an old Sore that won't bear touching; and l believe 
he will hardly have any Thanks for his Pains ; 
ſince one can't paſs it by without calling to 
mind that a certain Perſon was formerly expel 
the Houte for BRIBERVY, a Crime of ſuch a 
Ai ſchievous Tendency, that whoever is once found 
guilty thereof, ought never to be ſuſfer d to ſu 
in the Houle again; wherefore it were highly 
to have been iſh'd, that there had at that 
Time been ſuch a Precedent as the Act for incaꝑa- 
citating Mr. A——bi, and the South-Sa Di- 
rettors, who were only guilty of the ſame Crime ; 
and that another Act had been jorm d upon the 
Jame Model, in the Inſtance abovemention'd, which 
would have prov'd a Bleſſing to the whole Nation 
in general. | 5 


Ou Readers muſt obſerve then, that there 
are Crimes of different Degrees; ſome of which 
are fo very heinous, that no leſs a Punz/hment than 
rendering the Perſons guilty incapable of any 
"Office for the future, was thought by the Wit- 
dom of the Legiſlature adequate thereunto ; and 
] leave them to judge, whether, with relation to 
their Electors, there cou'd well be a more aggra- 
dat ing Crime, than for their Repreſentatives to 
att diretHy counter to their Iuſtructious and De- 
ſires, and that in an Affair of the utmoſt 
Conſequence. 


Our Author aſſures us, in the next Place, that 
the Liſt-Writer's Reaſon for keeping thele Gen- 
tlemen out of Parliament is, becauſe he knows 
very well they will oppoſe all thoſe wicked 
: 0 | Dteligns 
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Deſigns that he is engaged to carry on, the firſt 
of which- is, to render the Adminiſtration 
odious, Which can tend to nothing but Cn ſuſion 
and Ruin. In anſwer to this, I ſhall venture to 
affirm, in my turn, that it is not in the Power 
of any Liſt-MWriter in England to render an Al- 
miniſtration odious, unle is they firſt render them- 
{elves odious dy their Male-practices; and that 
when they do ſo, the laying it open is fo far 
from tending to * 8 and Ruin, that it is the 
only Way in the World to preſerve us from them. 


H then runs on into a ſenſeleſs Eucomium on 
theſe Gntlemen, and tells us, that they, or their 
Anceſtors {ſettled the Crown on the preſent 
Royal Family; that they, or at leaſt moſt of them, 
are ſprung from thoſe Families who ventured 
their Lives and Fortunes to reſcue the Liberties of 
the People at the Revolution. — Why ſuppoſe 
they were, wou'd that be an Excuſe for their 
giving them uf now ? — Thele Gentlemen (con- 
tinues he) have been educated in the ſame Prin- 
ciples, and, *tis to be hoped, wilt always tread 
in the Steps of their Anceſtors — Let them ſhew 
it then by their Actions, and they will need none 
of this Author's aukwgard Defence. — Yet theſe 
Gentlemen, (purſues he) are to be excluded the 
next Parliament and why ? Becauſè they have 


ſupported and concurr'd in the Meaſures ot the 


preſent Adminiſtration, which, not withſtand- 
ing all the Clamour that has been rais'd againſt 
it, has hitherto procured Peace and Happineſs to 
the Nation. — Very true, we have had Peace, 
but what ſort of Peace? Why, à Peace that has 
been worſe than am War ; a Prate- wherein we 
have been openly: inſiuted and plunder d by our 
Per B 2 Neigli- 
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Neighbours, without daring to make Reprizal ; 
a Peace wherein we have been forced to, main- 
tai more Standing Forces, than Queen ANN 
did in the Time of open War; in ſhort, a Peace 
wherein Captain Ins loſt his Ear, without any 
Keparation, and wherein our own Hands have 
been ty d up, at the lame Time that the Hands of 
all our Enemies have been let looſe, to buffet us at 
Pleaſure. — As to the ſecond Article, viz the 
Happine(s this Nation has enjoy d, it may bepret- 
ty weil gueſs d at by the fore going Sample; but. if 
that thou'd not be thought ſufficient, I deſire 
the Author won'd ask the he $ody of Aderdhants 
and Traders throughout Great Britain, Who are 
certainly the moſt proper Judges'; for, think, 
it is agreed on all Hands, that we muſt be a 
Great and Happy PEOPLE, only in proportion as 
our PRAD flouriſhes or decays. 

Ou Author gocs on and tells us very wiſely, 
that theſe Gentlemen muſt be excluded, to 
make room {or others of a different Way of 
Thinking; — very true, or elſe, according to 
the old Proverb, WE Hap 48 GOOD KEEP Bad 
WEKkNOW, 48. Bad WE DON'T KNOW. — Or 
otherwiſe (continues he) my Author's Friends 
have little hopes of coming into Play; and 
rather than not gain that Point, this WRITRR 
and his Adherents will run the Riſque of a 
Tory, nay, of a Jacopirtx Parliament. 
Goodlack 2-day ! Does the NOOD L E think 
to frigbt us at this Time of Day with the Bug- 
bear of a Toxy, or JAcOoBITR Parliament? 
Don't we know that Wr1s and and To xy are 
only meer Names made uſe of by crafty Knayes 
to keep us a devided People, whilſt they plunder 


and 
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and fleece us at pleaſure; and that the Jaco- 
zITEs are ſuch an inconſiderable Handful, as 
cannot be in the leaſt dangerous, whilſt the 
preſent Royal Family are poſieſs d of the Hearts 
of the People, which, I hope, will be as long as 
there is one of them remaining. 
On Author, in the next Place, ſets up for 
an ORaTOR, and attempts to harangue his 
Country- men out of their Senſes. In order to 
this, he begins with a Work of Supererogation, 
and terms them FELIOW-COUNTRY-MEN; 
which makes me believe him not only a Dz ax- 
15 but a conceaLeD Parisr, nay a Ixsurr: For 
tis certain that nothing can be more dreadful to 
the Parisrs, than to ſee us all lay aſide x00115H4 
Disvixcriods, and unite in one common In- 
tereſt, Well chen, our Author deſires Leave 
of his Fellow- Country- men (as he call them) to 
lay before them the Deſigns of theſe Gentlemen, 
that they may the better guard againſt them. 
Their Deſigns, he aſſures us, are to deſtroy the 
preſent Miniſtry if they can, and they wou'd 
engage their Country-men in their Meaſures, 
by making them believe, by their falſe Repre- 
ſentations, and Suggeſtions, that their LinER- 
T3ES and PROPERTIES are in eminent Danger; 
that a ;:STanpinG Anu is kept up to deſtroy 
the Gonftirutzon, when Opportunity offers; 
that there is at all Times ſo much publick Mo- 
ney in the Exchequer as will enable a wicked 
Miniſter to put ſuch a Deſign in Execution; 
that every Thing is to be fear d from the daring 
Enterprizes of the Perſons now at the Head of 
Affairs; and that therefore they have but one 
Opportunity leſt, to fave themſelves and their 
| Poſterity 
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Pofterity ſrom utter Ruin, viz. in the — 
o ene * the an 


Tut Adfwer to all this is 1 aß ning 
the Aiſertion I deny chat any Gentlemen hive 
+ Deſign to deſtroy the preſent Miniſtry by⸗ 
bars Repreſentations and Suggeſtions, as to 
the reſt, it is certain that our Liners and 
ProxnTiEG wod'd have been in eminent Dans 
ger it the Exciſe-Bill had paſs d, and jt ac, us 
certain that the Snding Army is not kept up t 
preſerve them, and — if ever the Cuſitulion 
deſtroy d, it will be by tho Means of ctaudiug 
Forces to keep the People in Awe, a ſufficient 
Sam in the Exchequer to corrupt thoſe'-who 
ſirould be the Guardians of our Conſlitution,- arid 
« WickeD MINISTER who will Hen at nothing to 

craſs his own EIL H DESIGNS: From hence 
bronchial that the People cannot he too care- 
lu in the Choice of the Members to repreſent 
civem; not only next dee er but ; 

Flint | > | Ks 
2 3 Annals tells us, in che nent Place, ** 
if the Lisr-Wrrrsk Advice is to be follow d, ic 
amfſt neceſſarily turn out a Toxy Parliament, 
und therefore exhorts his FEIILOW-Couwrxv- 
EN (a Word of his own making, of which he 
is very fond) not to enter into any RU Eu- 
&AGEMENTS./ If I might preſume to exhort 
them in my turn, I won'd fay: the ſame; 1 
wound exlhiort them not to enter into any RASH 
ENGAGEMENTS With fuch, whom they have 
Reaſon to believe are PENStoV ERS, and will be 
CORRUPTED, | won'd even venture to lay down A 
Ru! 1 whereby to know them; which is by their 
ollering 


[ x5 } 


offering to corrupt others, as thinking the Game 
Means which prevailed with themſelves, will 
influence all Mankind; I wou'd caution them 
Jikewiſe to beware of Px acz-Men, who are very 
reaſonably to be. ſuſpected, the rather becauſe 
two Thirds of thoſe who voted for the Exciſe- 
Bill were of that Number; but I hope, in 
Country: men are ſuffigiently alarm'd, and don't 
ſtand in the leaſt need of my giving them any 
e fs 


Wr are told, in the next place, by our 
Wiſeacre, that the Conteſts at Elections for 
next Parliament will lie where they have hi- 
therto done, viz. between the Wuyics and 
Tories. This I abſolutely deny; they will 
lie between the Cougr InTtrtsr and tl 
Country INTEREST ; a much better Diſtinction 
and grounded on a much juſter Foundat! 
than the inv idious Appellation of Wnios Ma 
Tonxiks. Our Author tells us afterwards, that 
theſe Gentlemen (meaning thoſe Perſons whom 
he imagines to have diſperſed Thz LIST) 
vainly flatter themſelves, if they think the 
all make any Figure upon that Occaſion. If 
he really thinks they will make no Figure on 
that Occaſion, why is your Author ſo uncaſy? 
Why is he ſo much afraid of a Toxy Parha- 
ment? We have ſeen his Patron find the Means 
to bring over Perſons who have not only been 
eſteemed "Torts, but Jacozires; mere Tories 


therefore need not be ſo terrible to him, nei- 


ther are they; what he dreads is, an yonesr, 
INCORRUPT, TRUE-BORN, ENGLISH PARLIAMENT, 
and fuch a one I both hope, and believe, no 
Zawffil Endeavours will be omitted to procure, 
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at the enſiiing Elections, by thoſe Gentle. 
men who are in the CounTay Intex. 


Ov Author proceeds in the next place to 
make his wiſe Obſervations upon the Perſons 
who diſperſe the LIST, who, he aſſures us, 
are the Diſcontented Party. If all who are 
diſcontented at the preſent Poſture of Affairs 
were to have a Hand in diſperſing this LIST, 
IL am afraid half a Million would not ſuffice for 
every one to diſperſe one, and conſequently 
the Printers would have been ſo fully employ'd, 
that they would not have found one to have 

rinted his elaborate Performance, which would 
Lie been a great Misfortune to the Publick.— 
He then very modeſtly afferts, what I never 
heard aſſerted before, not even by Squire Mal- 
fingham, viz. Thar the diſcontented Party would 
have it underſtood, that the Kino bimſelf has 
not the leaſt Share of Power : This is a Coup de 
Maitre with a Witneſs ! I would fain ask from 
whom his Patron then derives the exorbitant 
Power which he aſſumes ? For it is an Axiom 
in Philoſophy, that Nil dat quod non babet.—He 
further tells us, that they give out, that the 
Miniſter is forming Deſigns to ſubyert the Con- 
ſtitution, and ro govern by abſolute Power; 
which is evident, by his endeavouring to envade 
the Liberties of the People, under the ſpecious 
Pretence of Law ; a Method of all others the 
moſt dangerous, as it is not fo ſdon perceiv'd, 
and gives the leaſt Alarm.—If this Charge is 
falſe, it will return upon the Authors of it, 
but if there are any Grounds for it, every one 
will allow, that the People cannot be put too 
much upon their Guard againſt any ſuch De- 

| ſigns.— 


Ly ] 
ſigns. — He asks this wiſe Queſtion ; Are 
wo all Ads of Arbitrary Power Adds againſt Law ? 
Why no; Arbitrary Power may be eſftabliſh'd by 
Lam; and tis to prevent that, we oughr to be 
careful in the Choice of our Repreſentatives, 
at the next Elections. | 


Our Author next tells us, with an Air of 
Triumph, that it wants Explanation how a 
Miniſter can propoſe to invade the Liberties of the 
People by Laws of their own making. In anſwer to 
this I ſhall only ask him if he never heard of 
ſuch a Thing as Breach of Truſt ? Suppoſe a 
Man agrees to refer, a Thing to Arbitration, 
and binds himſelf in a Bond to ſtand ro the 
Award of the Umpires, one of which he ima- 
gines to be his Friend, and believes will not be- 
tray him, as being of his own chooſing ; if this 
Umpire being gain'd over by a Bribe, ſhou'd 
betray the Intereſts of his Friend, wou'd not 
the Man be deſtroy'd by a Law of his own 


making? 


Tus Author then enters into a Defence of 
the Exciſe- Scheme, and, contrary to what is 
-now noturiouſy known by every Body, aſſerts, 
that the Nation wou'd hade reap'd great Ad- 
vantages from thence ; that a great Sum wou'd 
have been fay'd for the Uſe of the Publick ; 
that the Planters of Tobacco wou'd have been 
encourag'd by it, and that other burthenſome 
Taxes might have been taken off, or at leaſt 
prevented from being laid on: Aſter all theſe 
notorious Falſhoods is one Thing to be believed 
which this ſhameleſs Author aſſerts? — But this 
is nothing to hat _ Author can do ; for in 
t 
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[ 15 ] 


the very next Page he very modeſily affirms, that 
this Bill was calculated to mitigate the Rigour 
of the Exciss-Laws and that the Liberties of the 
People are more expoſed, and more liable to Inſult, 
as the Law now ſtands, than they wou'd have 
been, if this Bill bad paſs'd. 


In the next Place he runs on into a long De- 
tail of what the Diſperſers of the Liſt aledge 
againſt the Mix is TEN, as that he is making very 
haſty and large Steps to procure his Point, by 
diſplacing] thoſe, who, he thinks will not con- 
cur with him, and by bringing into Employ- 
ments ſuch as he judges will concur in his Mea- 
ſures. But he dwells more particularly upon 
two Points which (he ſays) they aſſert, make it 
evidently appear that it is his Deſign to govern 
by Arbitrary Power. viz. His attempting to 
carry the Exciſe-Bill laſt Seſfion of Parliament; 
-and the placing and diſplacing of Officers, in or- 
der to model both the Army and Court to his 
Mind. — As to the firſt of theſe (he ſays) he 
hopes he has ſhown, that it was neither a wick- 
el nor unreaſonable Propoſal, nor that cou'd in 
any Shape tend to, or be a Faundation of 
abſolute Power, —How he has ſhown this I have 
already obſerv'd, let us now ſte how he gets 
over the ſecond Charge; viz. the placing and 
: diſplacing of Officers in order to model them to 


-.:Ix anſwer tocthis he has Recourſe to an un- 
fair Evaſion, by placing all Alterations in the 
Officers, of the Court and Army to the King's 
Account, and skreening his Patron under that 
Jacred Name ; well knowing no loyal * 
<> WI 


[ 19 ] 


will preſume to cenſure the Actions of his So- 
vereign. — But does he think any one ſo igno- 
rant not to know that our Monarchs ſeldom do 
any Thing without the Advice of their Mi- 
nifters ; and that it is no uncommon Thing, for 
a Nobleman, who enjoys a good Poſt, and diſ- 


obliges an ambitious Statſeman, by voting con- 


22 to his Meaſures, to fall a Sacrifice to his 
Reſentment? 5 


He then draws a Parallel between his Majeſty 


and a Maſter of a Family, who, he fays, is at 
Liberty to chooſe his Servants, and to place and 
diſplace them as he thinks proper; upon which 
he adds, it would be a little hard then that the 
King ſhould not have the ſame Privilege in that 
Reſpect with the reſt of his Subjects; and con- 
cludes, that ſuch Removals are then only 
terrifying when axzirary Powe is firſt at- 
288 and they are made to facilitate its 
Birth and Progrels. 


IN the firſt Place, I don't think there can 
any fair Compariſon be made between the King, 
and the Maſter of a private Family, unleſs it 
be immediately with Reſpe& to his Houſhold 
Servants : In other Caſes, his Servants may, in 
{me Meaſure, be deem'd the Servants of the 
Publick; and as to his ſaying, that ſuch Re- 
moyals are only terrifying, when ARBITRARY 
PowsR is firſt attempted ; it is a groſs Miſtake 
for they are terrifying, when they are to pave 
the Way for arsITRARY Power, and are gene- 
rally the firſt Steps that lead to it, before it is 
thought proper to diſcover, that any Arbitrary 


Deſigns are to be ſet on foot. 
| C2 Our 
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Ou Author then turns Conjuror, and tells 

us, that Liberty and Property can not be in- 

vaded, but ſuch Invaſion muſt be felt by ſome- 

body. A very fine Diſcovery truly! Arbirary 
Power (continues he) cannot be exerciſed, but 
the Effects of it will immediately appear, and 
give a general Alarm; as we have many In- 
{ſtances in the Reigns of our former Princes, 
which ended not only in thę Deſtruction of their 
Miniſters, but prov'd fatal to themſelves; fo 
hard it is, upon ſuch Occaſions, to ſeparate 
the Miniſter from the Prince.—Here again is 
another groſs Miſtake ; there have been many 
Inftances of Arbitrary Power, which have not 
iven a general Alarm ; there muſt be repeated 
| Inſtances of the Exerciſe of Arbitrary Power, 
and that to a great Degree of Violence, be- 
fore a whole Nation is alarm'd thereat; and as 
to his ſaying, that it is hard to ſeparate the 
Miniſter from the Prince, it is a notorious Falſe- 
hood, no Prince was ever "of Deſtruc- 
tion with his Minifter, unleſs he obſtinarely 
protected him, in Acts of TRAIN NI againſt 
the Bent, and united Reſentments of his Whole 
People. 


Oun Author then proceeds, like the Cham- 
pion at a Coronation, to defy the Diſperſers of 

e L18T to give an Inſtance of any one Effort 
of lawtes Power, under the preſent Admini- 
ſtration; and asks, whoſe Liberty, Property, 
or free Exerciſe of his Religion is invaded ? 
Is this a fair Queſtion ? Does he think we never 
heard of Tnformations in the King's-Bench for 
Libels ? However, we will venture to ſay thus 


much 3 


* 


211 

Much ; that if all the Facts contain'd in a Pam · 

hlet, call d, LI sz ATT ad [PROPERTY be 

mw there are flagrant Inſtaners of a Gentle- 

mans Lizzxty and PxobeRTY being both openly 

invaded, without his having been able to ob- 
tain any Redre&, 


We are then asd, how likely it is that the 
Diſper ſers of the Lisr ſhould remove the Mg 
by the Means they make uſe of? And in what 
Manner it would anſwer their End if they 
could raiſe the greateſt Averſion in the People 
to him? The Anſwer is eaſy; they would 
elett none of his Creatures; and when he could 
no longer gain his Point in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, he muſt fall of Courſe. He need not 
therefore be under any Apprehenſions of his 
Patron's falling under any violent Attempts, he 
is not yet ſo formidable as to make it neceſſary 
to have Recourſe to Aſſaſſinations, ar any other 
Act of Violence to remove him. 


H = then goes on to tell us, that the People 
have no Power, no Opportunities, no Ways, 
& 

thei 


or Means of addreſſing the Throne, for 
Redreſs of Grievancies, or informing 
Prince what a rous Situation he and the 


Nation are brought into, by the Counſels of 


an evil Miniſter, but by their Repreſentatives 
in Parliament. Upon which he asks this un- 
fair Queſtion : If therefore our Caſe is ſo very 
deſperate as theſe Gentleman would have it be- 
liev'd to be, why have they not moy'd the Par- 
liament to proceed in the known legal Method 
made uſe of by our Anceſtors, viz. By Impeach» 
ment or Attainder ? Ridiculous ! Did * ever 

now 


L 221 
kirow a M—r mpeach'd or attainted in the Zenith 
of his Power ? Did ever his ow# Patron dare at- 
tempt to act in that Manner, in the Caſe. of 
the late Earl of O—d, and the Lord B—ke ? 
And yet I dare ſwear both he and his Patron 
will affirm, that they did not want Materials, 
to make good their Charge, when in the 
Queen's Time they were repreſented in as black 
Colours as it is poſſible to paint a certain Per- 
font in at preſent: And that Perſon is foully 
bely'd, if he had not a great Share in repre- 
fentmg them in ſuch Colours, altho' he is very 
apt now to reſert ſuch Uſage himſelf to the 
ntmoſt Stretch of Power. What his Advo- 
cate thereſore would infer, viz. that all Accu- 
Nation that are brought againſt him are ground- 
leſs and malicious, becaufe his Accuſers don't 
proceed againſt him by thoſe Methods, is a ve- 
ry falſe Aſſertion, as is Juſtify'd by his own 
Example, * 7 £3 14 2 


Tax DifengemuousWretch, having laid down 
4 falſe and abſurd Poſition, which no Man. in 
his Senſes will grant, goes on yet farther to 
build upon it, and would baſely charge the 
Difperſers of the Lis r, with a Deſign to raiſe 
Diſcontent in the People againſt his Maſter's 
Government, becauſe they have not as yet ei- 
ther impeach*d or attainted his Patron, and 
ſtill infifts upon it, that it will be pretty hard 
to ſeparate the Miniſter to the King. To ſtop 
his Mouth far ever, if he has any Modeſty, 
which 1 much doubt, I thall only remind him, 
that there is a Maxim in Law which ſays, the 
King can do no wrong, and his Mimfters only 
are accountable for any ptr 

| c 


EST 
chat ſhall nee e ther . 10 


1 


| 1 4 den Va in the Pretender by 
the Head and Ears, and . make us believe 
that we ſhall be in Danger from him, through 
the Attacks of the Diſperſers of the LIS 1, 
upon the Miniſter; whereas there is hardly a 
Child but knows that he is no more than a po- 
litical. Scarecrow, introduced from Time to 
Time, by the Miniſterial Advocates to ſerve 1 
7 Turn, and when they haue IP elſe to | 
ay. {LY 


Tur Kenaieder of this hopeful Pamphlet 
is a Chain of Arguments) every one pf which 
make againſt the Author) to prove a notorious 
Falſehood, viz. that we are in a happier Situa- 
tion than ever, and go through all Ranks of 
Men, every one lives more ee chan his 
Anceſtors. 


To prove this impudent Falſhood, he 8 
that the Nobility and Gentry are poſſeſs d of 
2 Eſtates, and much more numerous than 
3s £2 formerly; which (if true) is ſo far from being 
a Proaf of aur bappy Situation, chat it is quite | 
the contrary ; for the fewer Hands the Money 11 
is in, the leſs it circulates amongſt the Body of * 
the People, or in Trade. Our Merchants (ol [ 
tinues he) daily attain great Riches, are poſſeſſ- 4 
ed 9 landed Eſtates, and frequem - il 
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ly riſe to the Claſs of the Lower, and ſome to ; 1 
chat of the higher Nobility: This may be true 1 
of ſome Merchants, but how many are there i! 
of them? were there ever fewer Merchants than ö 
at 10 


[24 ] 


at preſent, or did gver more break ? He ſays 
much the ſame of Tradeſmen and Artificers, 
to which therefore the ſame Anſwer may be 
given, for it is certain, that never was the gene- 


ral Stock in'Trade es than at Preſent, nor 
over more Bankrupts. 

Ber tho moſt prepoſterous of all is his en- 
deavouring to prove the good Situation of the 
Harmer, by his paying a much higher Rent for 
the ſame Land that his Father and Grandfather 
held, when it is only a Proof that Luxeury pre- 
vails ſo amongſt the Gentry, that they are 
obliged to rack their Tenants more than their 
Forefathers, in order to ſupport their Pride. He 
poſlitively afſerts, that the Farmers, ar the ſame 
Time that they n eater Rents, live in a 
more ecomfortab ner than their Fore- 
fathers; but every one knows this to be a noto- 
rious Falſbood, for Hoſpitality is almoſt baniſh'd 
every Country, and the Farmers never liv'd 
more miſerably than at preſent, nor were ever 
Rents worſe paid, or more Farms empty. And 
as to the Servant and Labourer having greater 
Wages than formerly, this only proves that 
Money is not now fo valuable, ſince they liv'd 
more comfortably then than they do now, and 


Six-pence then, wou'd go farther than a Shil- 
ling now. 


His laft Argument to prove our flouriſhing | 
Ondition at this Time, is the many good Laws 
that have been made ſince the Rovolution, for 
the fecuring che Lives, Liberty, and Property of 
the Subjett z inſt all attempts of the Crown, 
the Benefit whereof all Ranks, bs. of n. 


* 


£25 J 


ly enjoy. — We grant there have been many 
good Laws made ſince the Revolution, for the Se- 
curity of the Subject againſt all attempts of the 
Crown; but have none of thoſe Laws been re- 
pealed of late Years? And have not others been 
made which are utterly inconſiſtent with the Secu- 
rity of the Subject, both with Reſpect to his Life, 
Liberty, and Property ? Not to mention the late 
Glorious attempt to extend the Exciſe-Laws to 
Commodities not yet exciſeable ? 


I Have now done with this blundering Per- 
formance, in Defence of the worſt Cauſe that 
ever was undertook ; and hope I have convinc- 
ed my Readers, that the Author of the Ob ſerva- 
tions has not produced one Argument, in ſup- 


port of the Title, he wou'd make us believe, 


thoſe worthy Patriots who voted for the Exciſe- 
Scheme, have to our Favour, at the enſuing 
Elections of Members to ſerve in the next Par- 
liament : It muſt be now left to the Frecholders, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes of Great Britain, to act 
as they ſhall think proper ; only I wou'd have 


them remember, that if they let this Opportu- 


nity ſlip, it may be the laſt they may ever have, 
of aſſerting their Rights and Privileges, Liberties, 
and Properties. 


Bur ſince the foregoing Author has taken the 
Liberty of making his wiſe Obſervations upon 
the Gentlemen whom he imagines to be con- 
cern'd in diſperſing the Liſt, I hope I may be in- 
dulged, in my turn, in taking the ſame Liberty, 
and making a few Remarks upon the Speeches, 
ſaid to be made by certain Gentlemen, in the In- 
tereſt of the Projector of the late notable EX CISE+ 
SCHEME. 

D Tus 
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Tu C—r of the E—r having made a Motion 
laſt Seſſion of P——t, for applying 500,000]. 
ariſing out of the Sinking Fund to the current 
Service of the Year, in order to continue the 
"Eaſe granted to the landed Intereſt the Vear be- 
fore, by laying but one Shilling in the Pound 
upon Land, it was ſtrongly oppoſed by the . 
Gentlemen in the Country Intereſt, and there 
enſued a long Debate thereupon, in the Courſe 
of which m P—It—y Eſq, having obſerved; 
that the aforeſaid Genc had once the Va- 
nity to call himſelf the Father of the Sinking Fund, 
but that if Solomon's Judgment was right, he 
who was for ſplitting and dividing the Child can 
never be deem d the true Father, added farther, 
« He may claim, and I ſhall allow him the Ho- 
« nour of being the Father of two Children, 
cc a Standing Army and an Exciſe, but as for the 
ce Sinking Fund, he ſeems now to renounce all 
cc Pretences of being the Father thereof.” 


" Hzanvrou the C—r of the Er ſtood up 
again, and anſwer' d; that whether he was vain | 
of being thought the Father of it or not, he re- 
member'd when the eſtabliſhing that Pund Was 
treated as a monſtrous Projet?, and then he was 
cbliged to father it, but no ſooner was it found 
out to be a good and right Thing, but other 
Gentlemen endeavour'd to rob the real Father, 
whoever he was, of the Glory of being the Fa- 
ther of that Chi 1d: and that as for the other mon- 
ftrous Project, 10 much talked ot, he believed 
he might liye to have it told him, that he was 
not the Father of that neither. 


: Upon 


1 


Uron this Sir IB ru ru ſtood up, and 
obſerved; that as to that Honourable Gentle- 
man's being afraid of being robbed of the Glo- 
ry of being Father of the Excije-Scheme, he be- 
lied he might be very eaſy in that Reſpect, 
for whatever he had met wich in other Caſts, 
he needed not be in any Apprehenſions as to 
that; for, for his Part, he was ſo far from be- 
lieving that it would procure Honour to the 
firſt Projector, whoever he was, that he was con- 
vinced it wou'd turn out to his eternal Shame 
and. Diſhonour, and that the more the Project 
was examin' d, the more the Projector wou'd be 
- bated and de ſpis d. But (he continued) that as 
to the Queſtion before them, altho' the landed 
Intereſt, as well as every other, ſtood very 
much in need of Relief, yet that their Eaſe in 
particular was not alone to be conſider'd but 
the Welfare of the Nation in general, both as 
to the preſent and future Times; and that as 
he was convinced, that what was then propoſ- 
ee in the long Run, be contrary to 
the Intereſt of the Nation in general, he muſt 
giye his Diſſent thereunto. 


Ix anſwer to this, up ſtarted F—p-b D—s 


Eſq; Repreſentative for B—r in Suſſex, and ob- 


ſerved ; that he was ſo far from ſeeing any In- 
convenience in what the Honourable Gentleman 
had propoſed, that conſidering how little Oc- 
caſion there was at that Time for paying oil 


any of the Publick Debts, he was surPRIzED at 


his Mopxsry in asking ſo little from the Sinking 
Fund; for if he had asked the hole ic would have 
been reaſonable to have given it him, ſince it 
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was for the Support of a Government under 
which we enjoy'd ſo many Bleſſings, more par- 
3 that of the free Exerciſe of our hoh Reli- 
gion. He farther obſery'd ; that the landed 
Gentlemen had borne the greateſt Share of the 
late War; that by that War they had been 
loaden with many heavy Taxes; that by that 
War all thoſe Funds were created out of which 
the Plumb-men of London have made moſt of 
their Eſtates, by which they were enabled to deck 
their Wives in YVelvets and rich Brocades, whilſt 
poor Country Gentlemen cou'd hardly afford their 
Wives a Gown of Lindſey-Woolſey ; and laſtly 
that the landed Intereſt had long labour'd un- 
der the ęreateſt Diſtreſs, and therefore they 
ſhou'd embrace every Opportunity of giving 
them Relief. | 


Ir wou'd be the greateſt Injuſtice imaginable, 
to this worthy Patriot, to paſs over this excellent 
Seech, without making ſome few Remarks there- 
tore en paſſant : He is ſurprized (he ſays) at his 
Modeſty in asking ſo little from the Sinking Fund. 
Now I dare ſwear, there is no impartial Perſon 
who reads this, but will be more aſtoniſh'd, than 
this Gentleman was ſurprized, that he was ever 
ſurprizd at all at the Matter; it muſt be own'd, 
however, that he has given the Gentleman who 
made the Motion an admirable Hint for his fu- 
ture Conduct, and I thou'd not be at all ſurprized 
if he ſhou'd have effectually cured him of his 
great Aodleſiy by this Time, and if we ſhou'd 
have a Motion this Year for the whole Product of 
the ſaid Fund. The Value this Gentleman 
ſets upon the ſree Exerciſe of our hoh Religion, 
ſeems next to demand our utmoſt Attention; eſ- 


pecially 


[ 29 ] 

pecĩally as he is in the Intereſt of a Party who. 
have ever been thought to have no value for any 
Thing but their Intereſt , I congratulate them up- 
on ſo zealous a 5 long may they enjoy 
the Fruits of his Iaudable Endeavours tor their 


Service. The laſt Thing I ſhall take notice of 


in this Gentleman's Oratory, is his politick Ob- 
{cr vation upon the Plumb-men of London's being 
able to deck their Wives inVelvets, &c. whilſt the 
poor Country Gentlemen can hardly affordtheirs Lind- 
ſey-Woolſey. Ey this invidicus Inſinuation, he ſeems 
to aim at creating a Difference between the land- 
ed Titereſt and the trading Iutereſt of Great Bri- 
tain, a Point that has been of late pretty much 


labour'd, for Ends not hard to be guels'd at, 
but I hope all Land-holders will ſee through this 


allow Deſign, and. that it will be attended 
with no better Succeſs than the Exciſe-Projedt. 
As to the relieving the landed Intereſt, there is 
certainly no Body but what wou'd willingly at- 
ford them any rea Relief, whenever Opportu- 
nity olfers, but the Relief here propoſed ſeems 
ſo far from being a real Relief, that it plainly ap- 
pears to be but à palliative Care, a ſort of patching 
up an old Sore, which never fails to leave a Patient 
in a worle Pickle than it found him. 


Sin W—m idm then ſtood up and 
oblerved, that there ought to be no Diſtin- 


ction made between the Intereſt of the Landed 


Gentlemen, and that of the whole Nation in 
general; that the Sinking Fund was a Sacred 
Fund, appropriated to the relieving the Nation 
from that Load of Debts and Taxes, under 
which it now groans; that it was a melan- 


choly Conſideration to think of the preſent 


vaſt 


[30 ] 
'vaſt Load of National Debt, and that if the 
Motion then made ſhould be agreed to, how. 
diſmal would this Confideration be render'd, 
when we reflect on the little Appearance there 
will then be of this Debt's ever being paid ? 
That if ever there was a Time for eaſing the 
People, it was now; but that when he refſected 
on what was done the Seſſion before, he was 
really afraid of propoſing any Relief for the 
poor Manufacturers and Labourers, becauſe he did 
not think they could truſt themſelves; that 
the Salt Duty. had been taken off as the moſt 
rievous to the Labourer and the Poor, and the 
Sinking Fund thereby diminifhed ; but that very 
Tax was again laid on, becauſe Jome pretended to 
_w found out, that the Landed Gentlemen of 
ngland were poorer than the Poor. 


Hz farther obferv'd, that laſt Year the Salt 
Duty was laid on for three Vears in lieu of one 
Shilling in the Pound Land Tax for one Year, 
and that this was pretended to be a Relief to the 
landed Intereſt , but that it was then evidently 
made appear, that ir was no Relief to any land- 
ed Gentleman, uuleſs he was a Man of a plenti- 
ful land Eſtate, and that the People were to 
pay above a Million for the 500, ooo. then 
laved in the Pockets of the landed Gentlemen; 
and that this upon ſtrict Examination wou'd be 
found to be much ſuch another Relief as that 
laſt Year. After ſome more Arguments to the 
lame Effect, he concluded with ſeconding the 
Motion made by Mr. P—lIt—y for the Chairman 
to leave the Chair. | 


HRREUPON 


L 31 J 


HE REUrON up ſtood - P—m Eſq; and 
obſervꝰ'd, that as other Gentlemen had their melan- 
choly Conſiderations, 10 he had his; that the 
moſt melancholy Conſideration he had was, not- 
withſtanding our having a Government under 
which we enjoy our Laws, Liberties, and Reli- 
gion to the utmoſt Extent, yet it was neceſſary 
to put the Nation to a great annual Charge, in 
order to ſupport that -Government againſt the 
Foreign Enemies of our Conſtitution and Reli- 
gion, ſupported and encouraged by our Facti- 
ons and Diviſions at Home ; that this was the 
Reaſon we cou'd not, by aSaving in the Publick 
Charge, give that Eaſe to the landed Intereſt 
which was become abſolutely neceſſary ; and 
ſince we cou'd not with any Safty to the Conſti- 
tution, or to the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, 
give that Eaſe by ſuch Saving, they muſt re- 
tblve to give it in a Manner the leaſt burthen- 
ſome to the People, and that he took to be the 
Method then propoſed. . That Gentlemen might 
talk as they pleaſed of what was done the Seſ- 
ſion before, but that in all Places where he had 
ſince been he had had the Pleaſure of the uni- 
verſal Thanks of the People, for the Eaſe then 
given to the landed Intereſt; that whatever 
Gloſs might then be put upon that Affair, he 


knew ſome Gentlemen who appear'd againſt it, 


were heard to ſay when it was firſt mention d; 
This is a moſt damnable Project! It will pleaſe the 


Country too much, and therefore we muſt endeavour 
to render it abortive. After alledging ſeveral. 
other Things to the ſame Effect, this Gentle- 


man, concluded for agreeing with the Motion 
made by the Cr of the Er: 


I BELIEVE. 
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IsrIIE vA there are few People who have 
read the Speech, from which I have taken this 
Extract, but have prevented me, in tak ng No- 
tice themſelves of one extraordinary Allegation 
contain'd therein, viz. that it is neceſſury to 
put the Nation to a great Annual Charge, in 
order to ſupport the Government inf the 
Foreign Enemies of our Conſtitution and Re- 
ligion, ſupported and encouraged by our Fa- 
tions and Diviſions at Home. I muſt own 1 
am at ſome Loſs to know whom the Gentleman 
meant by the Foreign Enemies of our Conſtitution 
and Religion, at a Time when we enjoy'd the 
moſt profound Tranquillity, and were at Peace 
with all the Nations round us: But I am ſtill 
much more at a Loſs to know what he means 
by our Factions and Diviſions at Home, which 
encourage thele Fireign Enemies. For my part, 
I know of no Factions amongſt us; the Word 
Faction, to the beſt of my Underſtanding, is al- 
ways uſed to ſignify a Party of ſeditious, turbu- 
lent People, combin d together, to ſupport and car- 
ry on ſome unjuſtiſiable Deſigns ;, now I know of 
no ſach Party, ſo combined together, to carry 
on any ſuch Deſigns, of late Years ; wherefore 
I am ſtill abſolutely in the Dark as to this Point. 
And as to our Diviſions, I never knew a Time 
when we were leſs divided; the only Diviſion 
that now ſubſiſts amongſt us, is that of the Court 
Intereſt, and the Country Intereſt, or, in other 
Words, Exciſe-men, or NO Exciſe-men, a Di- 
viſion that I hope always will ſubſiſt, or elſe I 
am ſure we ſhall not be long a Free People. Now 
which way a Diviſion, by which alone we are 
preſerved a Free People, can be any Encourage- 

5 ment 
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ment to the Foreign Enemies of our Conſtitu- 
tion and Religion, I am at a Loſs to find out; 
am ſure, to my poor Apprehenſion, were 
there no ſuch Diviſion, but were we all groaning 
under the Load of a General Exciſe, and what- 


ever other Load a wicked and ambitious State man 


might think proper to lay upon ns, it would be a 
much greater ape; eget to our Foreign Ene- 
mies to invade us, ſince we ſhould then have 
nothing left worth fighting for, but being as 
great Slaves as poſlible already, ſhould ſubmit 
quietly to any new Toke, as thinking it could not 
be worſe than that we already groan d under. I 
can find then no Factions or Diviſions amongſt 
us, that could encourage our Foreign Enemies, 
unleſs the worthy Gentleman meant thoſe two 


formidable Malecontents, Carts D'ANvers, 
Eſq; and Fo s. 


Tun next Thing, and indeed the laſt, that 

I ſhall take Notice of in this Syzzcn is, that 
ſome Gentlemen, who appear'd againſt the lay- 
ing on of the Salt Duty again for three Years, 
in heu of one Shilling in the Pound Land Tax 
for one Year, were heard to ſay, It was a moſt 
damnable Project, it would pleaſe the Country too 
much, and therefore they muſt endeavour to render 
it abortive. If this Gentleman had not poſitive- 
ly affirm'd this, I ſhould not eaſily have believ'd 
it; I could not have believ'd that any one, who 
has the Honour to ſit in the Houle of Com- 
mons, would have uſed it as an Argument for 
appearing againſt a Bill, that it would be too 
acceptable to his Country, much leſs that he 
would have been ſo weak as to let thoſe, who 
were of the contrary 1 over-hear him ſay 
| a ſo; 


| 
; 
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| 
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ſd ; it were to be wiſh'd therefore, that he had 
named thoſe Gentlemen, ſince there would 


have needed no more to have raiſed the utmoſt 
Abhorr ende * Deteſtation of them. 


enn AL other Members ſpoke in the 
Courſe of this Debate, both for and againſt 
the Motion; but the Bounds we have preſcrib'd 
ourſelves at preſent, will not permit us to take 
Notice of any more of them; we ſhall there- 
fore only make ſome few Remarks on the King 
of France's late Manitefto and Declaration, 
which we hope will not be 9 to our 
7 7 80 


Tn Morwes which the King of France al- 
ledges, induced him to take up Arms at this 
Juncture, are, the Defence of the Dignity of 
his Crown, the Glory of the French Nation, 
and the Honour and Liberty of Poland. Theſe 
Motives are certainly highly juſtifiable, ſince ac- 
cording to them, the Court of Vienna mult 
Have been the Agereffors; but, however this be, 
it is not at all furprizing that his moſt Chri ſtian 
"Majeſty ſhouꝰd endeavour to ſupport his Father- 
in- law on a Throne to which he has been ad- 

Vanced by the free Choice of the Poliſh Nation.” 


Tun moſt Chriſtian King declares at the ſame 
Tins that tis with no ambitious or Self-Inter- 
-efted Views he has had Recourſe to Arms ; that 
content to poſſeſs a flouriſhing Kingdom, and 
to reign over a dutiful People, he ſeeks not to 
extend the Bounds of his Dominion; that the 
Emperor has brought upon himſelf a War, 
. he has render d unavoidable by * Vio- 
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lences offered his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, in a 
Particular that ought to be held the moſt ſa- 
cred among ſt Sovereigns, wheretore he is deter- 
mined to wipe olt the foul Blemiſhes caſt upon 
him, and 0 light up the Honour of France 
in its brighteſt Luſtre; that 'tis to GOD to 
give Victory, that he calls upon him with Con- 
fidence, and is bald to hope that his Succeſs 
will be anſwerable to his Moderation, his Pa- 
tience, and the Purity of his Sentiments. 


The King of France farther declares to the 
Electors and Princes of the Empire, that he is 
entirely diſpoſed to obſerve all the Treaties ſub- 
fiſting with the Garmanick Body as long as he 
may look upon it as a Friend; that the Eſtates 
of thoſe Princes who ſtand neuter, ſhali be treat- 
ed with all kind of Regard and Tendernels, and 
that he is ſolely intent upon purſuing his juſt 
Reſentments for the many Injuries the Emperor 
has done him in the Face of all Eurepe. 


From this Manifeſto and Declaration it 
plainly appears, that the Reſentment of the 
King of France 1s bent perſonally againſt the 
Emperor, from whom he avers, that hc has 
received ſuch a perſonal Inſul: upon his Honour, 
as could not be put up, without wounding the 
Dignity of his Crown, ana the Honour of lis 
Blood: If this be the Caſe, I ſee no Reaſon 
any other Power has to intertere in their 1 
vate Quarrels. 


By this Rupture between France and the Em- 
peror, the King of Great-Britai: once more 
holds the Ballance of Eurcte, (long may he con- 
tinue ſo to do) and his A Iliance w. "ll, no doubt, 
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be eagerly eonrted by both Parties : It is more 
than probable, that we ſhall be at laſt obliged 
to engage in the War ; eſpecially ſince there is 
ſuch a formidable Confederacy againſt the Em- 
peror, by the unexpected Alliance lately ſtruck 
up betweed the Courts of France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, Which, in all Likehhood, muſt make 
the Former an Over-match for his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, and ſoon render her as formidable as ſhe 
was before the late War, unleſs we fall into the 
lighter Scale, and help to counterpoiſe her. 


Having thus fin'{l'd the firſt Pamphlet, I ſhall 
take into Conſiderttion the Second, which our 
Reverend Doctor calls, Remarks upon a Pampblet, 
intitled, the Riſe and Fall of the late Projedted - 
Exciſe, impartially conſider d, &c. 


The Author undertakes to anſwer, or write 
Remarks upon the abovemention'd Pamphlet; 
it is indeed a copious Subject, and would fur- 
niſh Matter ſufficient for a large Treatiſe, if 
managed by a judicious Hand, and might very 
eaſily be made inſtrumental in wiping away the 
Duſt thar has been thrown at, and blinded the 
Eyes of many deluded Subjects, who were un- 
happily per ſuaded to believe that they enter- 
tained a friendly Gueſt, tho at the ſame time 
their Deceivers were conlcious that they che- 
riſh'd a Viper in their Boſoms, which, if it ever 
recover'd Strength, would one Day ſting them 
to Death, by darting its deadly Poiſon into 
their Vitals. | 


But tho? ſeveral had the good Fortune to 
elcape, by Diſcovering in time the peſtiterous 
_ Eitects 
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Effetts of the venomous Reptile, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of able and eminent Prattitioners, who 
were vers'd in the deep Arcana's of State ; yet 
there are others at this very Day, who will not 
ſuffer their Eyes to be opened, but, like zea- 
lous Biggots to Popery, who place an implic t 
Faith in the Hſe dixit of a Prieſt, give Credit to, 
and greedily ſwallow , whatever is diftated to, 
or preſcribed for them by State-|'mpericks, 
Mountebanks, Quacks, and Zanies. 


It ſuch Perſons fall into the Pit that is dug for 

them, it is their own Fault; they deſerve no 

1 Commiſeration, ſince they will not take Warn- 

ing, tho' a Light be ſet up to apprize them of 

the Danger, their Credulity is a Demonſtration 

of their want of Senſe, and if they will expoſe 

themſelves as Fools, they muſt reſt contented 
with their Fate. | 


I will now proceed to lay open the Drift of 0 
the Doctor, and his notable Performance, as an 
Antidote to the Poiſon which that Pamphlet is 
viſibly deſigned to diſtuſe amongſt the Body of 
the people. 


The Deſign then of this hopeful piece, 1s to 
make us believe, if we were ſo very weak, that 
thoſe Gentlemen for the Exciſe-Scheme are the 
beſt Friends to the publick, and the propereſt bi 
perſons to be again intruſted with the Care of 
the preſervation of our Rights, Liberties, and l 
Properties, and that, on the Contrary, thoſe 
worthy Patricts who voted againſt it, oppoſed 
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it only for Oppoſition Sake, and are the 
moſt dangerous Enemies imaginable to 
our invaluable Conſtitution. ' 


It might have been redfonably expect- 
ed, that a Poſition, every Way ſo unlike- 
ly to obtain Credit, ſhould have been 
ſupported with ſome ſhew of Argument; 
bur inſtead thereof we find (as uſual in 
all Writings that come from the ſame 
Quarter) nothing bur a confuſed Heap of 
poſitive Aſſertions, without the leaſt Sha- 
dow of Proof to juſtify them, 


One of the firſt Allegations, which he pro- 
duces in Juſtification of what he advances, is a 
down right Falſehood, wiz. That the late 
Scheme would have ſav'd the Nation 500,000]. 
per Anaum. It is true, he pretends to take this 
from an authentick Piece, publiſt'd by Mr. 
PRANKLIN, but I am apt to believe, that in 
the Piece he refers to it 1s not granted, that it 
would actually have faved ſo much, it is only 
argued, that ſuppoſing it would, nevertheless 
that Scheme would have been not only per i- 
cious and deſtructive of the Liberties of a Free 
People, but even of the very Being of Parlia- 
ments. 


But it 18 now publickly known, That not the 
tenth part of that Sum would have been ſaved to 


the Nation, if that deſtructive Bill had paticd ; 
this 
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this Point was given up, even by the Projector 
himſelf; with what Face then can this Author 
pretend to take a Thing for granted, that is 
openly known to be falſe, and afterwards argue 
upon it, as if it were a ſelf-evident Truth? In 
- ſhort, the main Streſs of this Pamphlet lies up- 
on the Truth or Falſchood of this Poſition, 
and if we deny it, as every Man in his Senſes 
muſt, all the Author's fine Compliments, to the 
Gentlemen in the Intereſt of the Projector, 
muſt of Courſe fall to the Ground. 


Our Author, having taken for granted, 
what no Man takes for granted but himſelf, is 
pleaſed then to expatiate upon the many Ad- 
vantages, Which, from this Alteration in the Col- 
lection of the Revenues would have accrued to 
the Publick. According to him, it would have 
eaſed the landed Intereſt, the poor Clergy, 
the Manufacturers and Labourers, and in ſhort, 
every body : It was ro have taken off our Tax 
upon Soap and Candles, and it was likewiſe to 
have taken off the Duty upon Leather ; in a 
Word, it was to have been like a Mountebank's 
univerſal Medicine, a SaLyvE FOR EVERY 
SO RR. : 


Bur the greateſt Excellency of the Exciſe- 
Scheme remains {till untold; it was an expreſs 
part thereof, it ſeems, to remove the chief In- 
conveniencies, and to leſſen the Extent of the 
Exciſe : Was there ever a more admirable Ex- 
pedient heard of! The Extent of the Exciſe- 
Laws already in Being, was to have been leſſen'd 
by an Extenſion of the Exciſe- Laws on Commo- 
dities not yet exciſeable. Wou'd one believe 


that 
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that any Man cou'd advance ſo monſtrous an 
Abſurdity! Why this is juſt like curing One of 
the the 'Toorn-Acx by cutting off his Head, 
and yet this is no more than what this yoveruL 
Author tays, totidem Verbis in Page 18 and 22 
of his admirable Performance. 


I nap almoſt oveclook'd another valuable Re- 
commendation of the Exciſe-Bill; it wou'd it 
ſeems, have prevented Perjury by leſſening the 
Number of Oaths, the frequent and common 
Ute of which has promoted that heinous Sin. 
— This is another admirable Diſcovery of this 
Author's ; I cou'd never have imagin'd that the 
fame Perſons, who, but a few Years ago, ad- 
vis'd a Bill to ſet the WOMEN a SwEARING, 
Thou'd now be the Projectors of another Bill to 

revent Perjury; but we ſuppoſe they grow, 
ike Serjeant MaynakD, older, and wiſer. 

Bur this is not the only Diſcovery our Au- 
thor can make; the very Time this Bill was 
brought into the Houſe, when the Proſpect of 
a new Election was ſo near, is (it ſeems, ac- 
.cording to him) ane Proof among many others, 
that the Gentlemen for it, ſolely intended the 
Service of the Publick ; and hoped, by preven- 
ting groſs Abuſcs, and thereby eaſing ſome 
heavy Taxes, to gain the Fayour of their 
Country. Unconcerned Spettators (continues 
he) of great Wiſdom and Impartiality, are 
firmly of Opinion, that this Deſign of honeſt 
Popularity was their greateſt Crime, and in 
Truth gave Riſe to the Oppoſition. — Good- 
tack a-day ! How far into a Mill-Stone ſome 
People can tice! I always thought and have 

heard 
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heard it always alledg'd, by Perſons who have 
neither been reckon'd Fools nor ParTiat, that 
the bringing in this Bill at the Time when the 
Proſpect of a new Election was ſo near (to uſe 
his own Words) and the laying on the Salt Tax 
again the Year, before, was a Proof that it was 
deſign'd ſolely to gain an unwarrantable Influ- 
ence at the eon by the In- 
fluence ſuch Number of Officers, immediately 
dependent upon the FRRASURY, muſt have had 
over thoſe, who dealt in Commodities liable to 
their Inſpection. — The Inconveniencjes of this 
Bill (fays our Author, obſerve the Softneſs of 
the Term Inconveniencies, for a Bill that was 
calculated to deprive ſome Thouſands of emi- 
nent Merchants of thcir LizzxTiEs and Pro- 
PERTIES) might eaſily have been obviated in a 
CommiTTEE 3 but their Opponents, who in 
Caſes the moſt unexceptionable, diſcover the 
ſame Spirit of meer Oppoſition, cou'd by no 
Means allow. them to gain the Favour of the 
People. — I am afraid our Author is mightily 
miſtaken in this Point ; for I dare ſwear no 
Body envies thoſe Gentlemen, the Favour they 
have gain'd of the People, by their Behaviour 
on this Occaſion. 

Ix the very next Paragraph, our Author aſ- 
fares us, that there was not the leaſt Intention 
to extend the Exciſe farther : 1 wou'd fain ask 
this Gentleman how he came by his Informati- 
on, and who 1s obliged to believe him upon his 
bare Aſſeyeration? Are thoſe Gentlemen who 
write on his fide of the Queſtion, ſo famous for 
their Varacity, to be credited upon a meer Hſe 


dixit ? No, I ſhou'd ſuſpend my Belict thereof 


even if the Projector himſelf were to make the 
ſame Aſſeyeration. F Ix 
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Ix the very fame Page, having told us, that 
every Article of Life was repreſented as coming 
under an Exciſe, he goes on, all Perſons who 
gained by cheating the Publick (no inconſiderable 
Number of Men) with great Induſtry propagat- 
ed the Falſbood. — I am afraid our Author is 
again under a great Miſtake as to this Point; 
for altho* we will readily allow with him that 
the Perſons who gain by cheating the Publick 
are no inconſiderable Number of Men; and altho* 
we will not deny but they are apt to propagate 
Falſhoods, we muſt beg Leave to diſſent from 
him, when he ſays that all Perſons who gain d 
by cheating the Publick, with great Induſtry aſ- 
ſerted (whether falſely or truely I ſhall not now 
diſpute) that every Article of Life was coming 
under an Exciſe. I believe I cou'd name one, 
who 1s reported to have gain'd as much by 
cheating the Publick, as forty Tobacco-Merchants, 
and Wine-Merchants put together; and who, if 
he pleaſed, cou'd make a very good Judgment 
whether every Article of Life was _ to 
be put under an Exciſe; who nevertheleſs was 
very far from propagating any ſuch Report, whe- 
ther true or falſe, that there was any ſuch 
Deſign. 


Our Author tells us, in the next place, that 
it had been Time enough to raiſe Alarms when 
we found the leaſt Tendency towards a Deſign 
to exciſe any part of our Food, or enter any 
private Houſe; but that it was by much too 
Don for theſe Alarms, when it was certain 
there was no other Intention but to regulate 
the Duty upon two fovereign * — 

ow 
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How was this certain? What Proof does he 
bring to ſupport this Aſſertion? And who is 
obliged to believe him without any Proot? I 
am ſure at firſt it was credibly reported, that 
Sugars likewiſe were to have been put under an 
Exciſe. — He then goes on; an Attempt to in- 
troduce an advantagious Regulation of the Du- 
nies already laid on Wine and Tobacco, cannot 
with the leaſt Shadow of Juſtice be loaded with 
the Imputation of a general Exciſe, which Com- 
plaint was never heard of when a more rigo- 
rous Collection was appointed for Coffee and 
Chocolate than what was lately propoſed for 
Wine and Tobacco. — A very pretty Argument 
truely ! Becauſe the People of England have 
been ſo peaceable and ſuch loyal Subjetts as not 
to murmur at the many grievous and heavy Im- 
poſitions they already groan under, therefore 
they ought to be loaded yet more till their 
Backs are quite broke; according to this Way 
of reaſoning, if they had not murmur'd at the 
late intended Exciſe on Wine and Tobacco, that 
might have been urged as an Argument the next 
Year for bringing three or four more Commodities 


under an Exciſe. 


He then tells us, that Publick Meaſures are 
only to be influenced by the Publick Good. Won- 
derful Information ! Who did not know this ? 
But who does not know likewiſe that the Pub- 
lick Good is frequently the uf Thing conſulted by 

ome People; witneſs when the Exci/e-Scheme Was 
et on Foot? He then makes another Diſcovery 
in which every honeſt Man will heartily agree 
with him; viz. that if ever it ſhou'd happen 
that Publick Meaſures ſhou'd be influenc'd and 
i a directed 
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directed by any Conſideration (Cox Ru TIOx 
for Inſtance and private Intereſt) but the Reaſon 
of Things, and the Good of the Community, 
the Happineſs, the Safety of a rxez PropLE, 
and the very Being of a well-ballanced Conſtitution 
are at an End. — Well, this is agreed on all 
Hands, what does he infer from this ? Why 
truely that therefore yo Boroughs ſhou'd have 
ſent Inſtructions to their Members to oppoſe the 
Excije-Bill - One may eaſily find where the Shoe 
Pinches. — Were this Practice to be repeated 
(he ſays) it wou'd ſoon prove fatal; and I ay, 
were it not to be repeated, whenever there is 
the ſame Reaſon, it wou'd certainly prove fatal: 
There is no Tax more unequal (continues he) 
than that laid upon Land: This is a groſs Mi- 
ſtake, the Window Tax is ten Times more une- 
qual He then proceeds to argue upon a Suppo- 
ſit ion that every Country and Borough in the King- 
dom ſhou'd poſitively enjoin their Members to 
vote againſt the Zand-Tax, - what wou'd be the 
Conſequence? Prithee, ſuppoſe the Sky ſhou'd fall, 
what wou'd be the Conſequence of thar ? 


Ar TI farther our bopeful Author drops a 
villanous Inſinuation, as if the Gentlemen con- 
cern'd in the Oppoſition deſign'd to have ſpirited 
the People up to an Aſſaſſination ; I dare ſwear 
every one of them ſcorn and deteſt the Thoughts 
of it: They deſpiſe the Projector of the Exciss 
too much, and do not think him formidable enough, 
to aun at having him taken off by a Way that 
wou'd ſhock all Mankind, make him univerſally 
pitied, and*® themſelves univerſally abborr d. I 
wou'd not therefore adviſe the Writers in his In- 
tereſt, to ſuggeſt this infamous Falſhood any 

more 
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more, if they wou'd wih to be wt in any x 


one Thing they advance. 
* 

Hs then expatiates upon the many Miſchiets 
done by this Oppoſition, the great Savings the 
Publick has loft and the many Frauds that 
have been prevented from being diſcover'd ; 
but above all it wow'd make a Dog laugh, to 


hear him lament very pathetically, the SæxENNO 
' great Frauds, and giving publick Encouragement to 


Perjury and Corruption, which he 3 
endeavours, againſt all Probability, to lay at 

the Door of the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition. — 
Poor honeſt — How glad wou'd he 
be, I warrant him, to have ALI who skREEN'D 
'great Frauds, ALL who have given publick Encou- 


ragement to Corruption under the Hands 4 


Juſtice, and brought to condign Puniſhment ! 

am glad to find him a Man of ſo much 5 8 
ſuch clean Hands, and I ſhall begin to conceive 
ſome Hopes of a certain Perſon from his retaining 
ſuch an upright Gentleman in his Service : But let 
us ſee what Proofs he brings. in' ſupport of this 
odd, this abſur'd Allegation, that the Gentlemen 
in the Oppoſition have skreen'd great Frauds, 
and given publick Encouragement to Perjury 


and Corruption. — Why truely they abſolutely 


rejected the Whole of the Exciſe-Bill, without 
propoſing any other in its Room. 


A vx RN horrible Charge this truly ! Let us 
ſee how true it is: Why theſe very Gentlemen 


propoſed a Committee who ſhould be empower- 


ed to make a thorough Enquiry into all Frauds 
whatſoever, not in the Cuſtoms only. This was a 
bome Stroke, and it was 10 much apprehended 
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4 not corp Thom) that certain Ways and 


2 5 were uſed 1 4 Committee who 
{kou'd be ip the incer a certain Perſon, 
"mh has of late Years been famous for not 


nn NiNe any Frauds, nor giving any Encous. 
ragement to Cor And what did this 
Cow do? Why truly they drew up a 
eport, that conſiſted of little more than what 
5 to the Houſe from the Commiſſioners 
ot the Cuſtoms, and then excuſed themſelves 
on ts being too late in the Year to make any far- 
ther Progreſs therein. Let any one now Rudge 
e whoſe Door skreening of Frauds and Corruption 
ought moſt juſtly to be laid. But I believe my 
Readers are by this Time pretty well tir'd with 
this notable Piece, and ſhall therefore give nei- 


ther them nor myſelf any farther Trouble 
with animadverting thereon. 


